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Ten-year-old leadership at its finest
I stepped away from Payoff 

Pitch last week and didn’t write 
a column. Well, I am back and 
the week off did me some good. 
It’s been an extremely busy 
summer and a few days out of 
the office helped to clear some 
of the clutter out of my head. 

I spent last weekend over-
seeing a Babe Ruth Regional 
Softball Tournament in 
Bellevue. 

I'll admit that I enjoy work-
ing with the younger kids a 
little more than the older Babe 
Ruth age players. The younger 
kids still show their innocence 
as children. Their focus is not 
all about winning. They are 
seeking the fun that the tourna-
ments have to offer. The older 
age groups are focused more 
on winning games, but there is 
room to have some fun away 
from the diamond. 

I met and talked with each 
one of the 10-year-old girls who 
came from Kansas, Colorado, 
Missouri and Iowa to play in 
this tournament. Most of these 
girls are a little bit shy when 
you first meet them, but after 
a little bit of conversation, I am 
able to get them to feel more 
at ease when I meet with them. 
They get to know me and so on. 

When the team from 
Southeast Denver walked in for 
their team meeting, a girl who 
wore a ball cap on her head led 
them in. She needed no help to 
get her talking. She sat down 
and announced that she had 
just driven for 13 hours to get 
to the tournament site and she 
was ready to play some soft-
ball. I could tell right away this 
young lady was going to be a 
fun one to interact with. She 
didn’t disappoint me. 

I questioned her as to who 
really drove the car. She looked 
at me with all the confidence in 
the world and announced that 
she had driven that entire dis-
tance. She was the most outgo-
ing of her teammates and was a 
lot of fun to talk to. Each time I 
sent a question her way, she re-
plied with confidence no matter 
whether she was being serious 
or just enjoying the banter that 
quickly developed between us. 

It was clear from the begin-
ning that she was also an im-
portant part of this team. She 
was looked to as a leader. Her 
name was Penelope, but she was 
known as Penny to everyone. 

As the tournament began, I 
watched with anticipation to see 
how Penny and her team would 
play. I enjoy seeing the teams 
play and can quickly determine 
which teams would be around 
longer than others. It was clear 
from watching just an inning or 
two from this Southeast Denver 
team and Penny that they were 
going to be around a while. 

Penny had also told me dur-
ing the team meeting that she 
played most every position. 
She was telling me the truth. 
Throughout the tournament, 
she did play several positions 
and she was probably the 
team’s best catcher, in my opin-
ion. You see Penny was not a 
girl that was afraid to get dirty. 
She sacrificed her body to block 
pitches in the dirt and keep run-
ners from advancing. She was 

willing to do whatever neces-
sary to help her team win as 
many games as possible. 

Penny was a player who could 
do it all. She could hit. She 
could also motivate her team-
mates to play hard and was in 
general an excellent addition to 
her team. This outgoing, out-
spoken girl was most definitely 
a natural born leader and she 
embraced the leadership role to 
help her team succeed. 

The more this girl played, the 
more she impressed me with 
her athletic ability and her abil-
ity to communicate with and 
motivate others. 

Penny and Southeast Denver 
made it all the way through 
pool play and to the champion-
ship game without a loss. So did 
the team from Missouri. 

Missouri was clearly the bet-

ter team. That didn’t discourage 
Penny from her normal routine 
of pumping up her teammates 
with encouragement or play-
ing as hard as she could. This 
young lady left everything she 
had on the diamond. She even 
suffered a minor injury, but 
kept right on playing.

There are several awards 
that are given out at the end 
of the tournament. The first 
and second place teams are 
well decorated when they 
leave. Individual medals and 
team plaques are all awarded. 
Missouri beat Southeast Denver 
10-1 in that championship 
game. Missouri allowed just 
three runs to be scored against 
them in the entire tournament. 

The sportsmanship award 
was given to the host team of 
Bellevue. But there was one 
more award that I was to give 
away: the Commissioner’s 
Award. It is considered the 
most prestigious award of the 
tournament and could have 
been given to a player, coach or 
an entire team that exemplifies 
what Babe Ruth Softball is all 
about. I had to consider game 
play, attitude on and off the 
field and outstanding sports-
manship. You know where I’m 
going with this. Right?

You guessed it. Penelope 
Urquhart of the southeast 
Denver team caught my at-
tention from the moment she 
walked into the tournament 
team meeting and she spent the 
next three days impressing me 
with her attitude, her game play 
and her sportsmanship. 

In many ways Penny exempli-
fies what Babe Ruth League is 
all about. It’s about developing 
players, and developing an un-
derstanding of and a respect for 
the rules. It’s about developing 
tolerance and modesty in victo-
ry and developing control over 
emotions and speech. It’s about 
developing the spirit of coop-
eration and team play. It’s about 
developing players into real, 
true citizens. She also reminded 
me she's still a girl. When I took 
this photo, she refused to take 
her hat off because it would ex-
pose her messed up hair. 

Congratulations, Penny, on 
being named the 2017 Midwest 
Plains Region Commissioner’s 
Award Recipient. You deserved 
it and I wish you all the best. 

Penny Urquhart


