Along with Simi Youth Baseball (SYB), I would like to share my gratitude and appreciation for
all of the instructors, coaches, umpires, volunteers, parents and fans that have
demonstrated their love for the game of baseball. To those instructors we thank you for
your kind contributions to the community, teaching the fundamentals and techniques of the
game, while passing down the passion and traditions this great past time offers and
inspires. A special thank you to past and current Board Members who have created an
institution that has contributed directly to the growth and development of our community’s
youth since 1962. SYB continues to provide a place of community, where children enjoy the
competitive game of baseball, building self-confidence and self-esteem, while making new
friends. Finally, and most importantly I would like to thank the loving and supportive
members of our families who have sacrificed many days to support us in our love for the
game. When life was hectic or complicated, America’s pastime brought us together for a
few hours every week, creating memories that would not only last a lifetime, but be passed
down for generations. I am humbly appreciative of the confidence the Board of Directors
has instilled in me to pay it forward to provide the SYB coaches and players with instruction
and guidance that I hope all of you will find useful.
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Foreword
The techniques presented in the coach’s handbook are the accumulation of over 75 years
of coaching at all levels, from T-ball through the professional ranks. Included in that
experience are many hours in discussion with other talented players and coaches,
observation and analysis of different techniques used on the youth, high school, college
and professional stage. To be very clear we acknowledge that the techniques discussed in
this manual are not the only way in which to coach these basic skills, as numerous other
productive instructors have developed techniques to get the job done. However, based on
playing and coaching experience, both executing and instructing/developing these
techniques, we have found the techniques put forth here to be successful for all talent
and age levels. The techniques presented over the course of the seasons have produced
quality baseball players that have gone on to have successful youth, high school, college
and professional careers. We believe these baseball fundamentals and basic techniques
can do the same for others. It is our hope that the words in the material to be presented
will come to life, aspiring coaches and players alike, enabling them to develop their talent
and perform the necessary techniques to compete on progressively higher levels of
baseball, while respecting and enjoying America’s past time.
Why read the information presented in the Handbook?
Whether you are a parent volunteering to coach for the very first time, or a former college,
professional, or Big-League player, there is something in this handbook that will benefit the
kids you coach. Pause for a moment, check any ego that one might carry into this learning
opportunity, and look for any one thing that may enable you to become a better youth
coach. I, myself, learn something, or I am reminded of a skill I may have forgotten, each and
every time I step on the baseball field. I hope that you can join me with an open mind and
kind heart to learn something new or that this handbook rekindles a skill long forgotten.
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Coach’s Responsibilities and Expectations
General
As a Simi Youth Baseball Coach, you represent not only yourself, your players, parents and fans,
but also the entire Simi Valley Baseball community. This community is made up of anyone
supporting the organization from the Board of Directors, umpires, volunteers to the parents,
fans, players and so on. Part of the coaching responsibility is to provide a positive baseball
experience for all Simi Youth Baseball players, coaches and umpires that you are in contact with
throughout the season. And yes, this even includes your opponents. It is an expectation that all
coaches demonstrate the highest level of sportsmanship, integrity and class, while teaching
players the values and lessons learned through competition. For a coach, winning and losing is
not measured by the season record, but rather, the number of young lives you are able to
influence through the course of the season.
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